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TO:

LIGHT OF HOPE YOUTH INITIATIVE

DEFINATION: Is a registered community based organization in Kenya and it operates in Machakos County. The organization is run and managed by local youth and women with a mission to Nurture, Empower and Transform local vulnerable young people and women to be self reliant and independent in the community.

Machakos County has informal settlement with limited basic human development institutions like primary schools, hospitals and technical colleges thus contributing towards being under developed.Machakos county has over 600 000 people with more than 70% being young people and women and most of them are unemployed hence engaging in social vices for survival.

TRUSTEES

DUNCAN N. NZANGI
: 
PROGRAM MANAGER
-
0724008904

FRANKLIN N. KUYI
:
ADMINISTRATOR

-
0773058079

WEBSITE


:
www.lightofhopeyouthinitiative.weebly.com
EMAIL


:
lightofhopeyouthgroup@gmail.com
PHYSICAL ADDRESS
:
MACHAKOS TOWN, JOHN M. NZIOKA BLD 2nd FLR

ABOUT US

 VISION: To see a society where youth and women are self-reliant and active in decision making in developing our community and our county and reach out to other marginalized communities.
MISSION: To nurture, empower and transform local young people and women to be independent and crucial players in the community.

STRATEGIES:

· To create employment, train young people and women, organize seminars to mentor, empower, sensitize, network and inform them.

GOALS:

· To ensure the educational right to local vulnerable young people.

· To equip young people and women with effective entrepreneurship, vocational and business skills to promote generative income activities.

· To create citizen awareness through education on HIV/AIDS, LEADERSHIP, PEACE CO-EXISTENCE, ENVIROMENT and HYGIENE &SANITATION.

· To nurture young people skills by creating opportunities, training and teaching in order to improve performance.

· To prepare and facilitate event platforms for positive, campaigns, social and economic empowerment for the young and women in Machakos County.

ACTIVITIES
 Light of Hope Youth Initiative Mission is to Nurture, Empower and Transform local young people and women to be self reliant and independent. 

To achieve our Mission we have developed 3 programs namely:

 Nurturing Program, Social Enterprise Incubator Program and My Community Program.

PROGRAMS

 NURTURING PROGRAM

· Inua Sanitary Pad Project

· Inua Back to School Project

 SOCIAL ENTERPRISE INCUBATOR PROGRAM

· Skill Training

· Enterprise Incubator
 My Community Program “Mtaa Yangu”.

· Machakos Clean-up Event

· Machakos Soccer Tournament

· Machakos Boxing Tournament

· Machakos Talent Search

· Machakos tree planting

Nurturing Program

 The objective of this program is to ensure and improve education to local vulnerable young children in the community thus giving them a chance for a scholastic career, to be competitive and access better opportunities in life. Nurturing program involves working with local vulnerable children by ensuring they excel in academics hence it’s through two projects.Inua Sanitary Pads and Inua library club this program benefits 500 vulnerable primary school children benefit annually but targeting about 2000 pupils to benefit with this initiative in future, through this program vulnerable girls attend school during menstruation, young children have a reading culture and general performance of the beneficiary in the exams.
INUA SANITARY PAD PROJECT

Background

After an assessment of several schools in Machakos County, it was discovered that many girls do not attend school during menstruation period. Some young girls are forced to stay at home the whole week because they do not have funds to acquire the necessary sanitary pads. As a solution some girls use hazardous materials like newspapers or old rags, putting their health in danger exposing themselves to infections. As a consequence, this lack of attendance affects their academic performance as the girls cannot reach even the average of the class.

“INUA”; is a Swahili name which means uplift.

Inua Sanitary Pad Project-Aims at providing sanitary pads to local vulnerable young girls in primary school on a monthly basis in order to reduce absenteeism during menstruation days and poor performance at school.

Furthermore, with a purpose to make local young girls more aware about their body changes and relevant topics during the provision of sanitary towels, Light of Hope Youth Initiative organizes meetings to train them about HIV/AIDS, Reproductive Health and Personal Hygiene.

This project is being implemented since February 2014 in local public primary school in Machakos County 

Incoming project

Production of Reusable sanitary pads
Light of Hope Youth Initiative purpose of future is to train girls to produce reusable sanitary pads by their selves using low cost and safe materials. The aim is to discourage them to use improper items and make them more independent and willing to go to school during “special days.”

INUA BACK TO SCHOOL

Background

The local children in machakos county lack basic school supplies like school uniform, pair of shoes, bags, writing books, pens and pencils thus, most of the time they are send at home hence loitering on the streets and because their parents are poor, majority don’t go back to school thus high rate of school dropout. These young people who drop out of school engages in social vices for economic survival.

Inua Back to School – Project aims at supporting the vulnerable children with school uniforms, school bags and shoes at the beginning of academic year (January) and supplement school supplies like books, pencils pens at the begging of every semester (January, may and September).

Incoming project

To ensure significant results, Light of Hope Youth Initiative is currently working on establishing a place where local children can spend their spare time instead of being in the streets. The main aim is to create a “Reading centre “where they will have the opportunity to continuously access a wide variety of information to be supported with computer literancy,home work by the volunteers and the trained staff and thus improving their knowledge and school performance.

LIGHT OF HOPE YOUTH INITIATIVE has already started to collect books for the centre and computers from well wishers.

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE INCUBATOR PROGRAM

OBJECTIVE

Social Enterprise Incubator Program; aims at training local young people on business, vocational and life skills in order to enable them to start and manage income generating activities and link them with industry players.

In line with this purpose we promote income generating projects through two phases; Skill Training and Enterprise Incubator.

SKILL TRAINING

In this phase young people and women acquire skills in the following specific fields;

· Business

· Vocational and life skills

Business training
In parternership with other like minded organization such as Enactus Nazarene University,-Navigator Kenya- Equity Bank –Aiesec Kenyatta University, Machakos College University. Young people and women will be involved in business trainings about financial literancy, entrepreneurship, value chain, developing business skills, savings and book keeping.

The training will be conducted every three months where by trainees will be taken through the above topics then evaluated; the organization will provide participating certification to those successfully finishes the course.

Vocational and life skills Training
The vocational training is only for the trainees who have successfully finished the business training. During this phase young people and women are equipped with skills on making jewels and household mats and also sensitized about life skills such as communication and persuasive abilities.

Incoming Project

VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTER

Light of Hope Youth Initiative intends to open a “Vocational Training Centre” as a permanent training structure in the area of machakos town.

The staff of the centre will be composed not by the local, international volunteers and navigator Kenya members, but also by the trainees who have successfully attended the whole training process.

Enterprise Incubator

This project aims to make the trainees from the skills training more competitive by understanding the dynamics of the industry and linking them to industry players.

In this final phase Light of Hope Youth Initiative will work as a bridge between the producer and the buyer facilitating their entrance in the market.
MTAA YANGU PROGRAM

Objective

The program aims at creating platforms where local young people can interact with each other and have contact with like minded organizations. In this way they can be informed and sensitized about different topics such as leadership, Hiv/Aids, Enviroment Conservation and Entrepreneurship in order to be active in the development of their own community.

The desire to value the local environment is also clear from the name of the program which comes from Swahili words “Mtaa”Meaning “Community” and “Yangu”which means “My.”

In line with this purpose Light of Hope Youth Initiative organizes 5 annual events

· Machakos Annual Soccer Tournament event

· Machakos Boxing Tournament event

· Machakos Annual Clean-up event

· Machakos Talent Search event

· Machakos Tree Planting event

MACHAKOS ANNUAL SOCCER&BOXING

The purpose of machakos annual soccer &boxing tournament is to mobilize local young people of both genders through the context of soccer games to participate in the competition and especially to offer those resourceful inputs and information on leadership, Hiv/Aids and drug abuse in collaboration with local and international organizations.

In the event we wish to provide opportunities to register for identity cards, moreover involve local organization in training sessions in family planning issues and counselling and mentorship.

MACHAKOS ANNUAL CLEAN-UP &TREE PLANTING

This project will be held annually and it’s an occasion in which the local young and women are sensitized on how to conserve their environment and to be nature friendly. After a brief training and the provision of necessary tools participants are involved in planting trees, cleaning the community through garbage collection, cleaning drainage system and slashing the bushes.

MACHAKOS ANNUAL TALENT SEARCH

This project will be held in December and it creates a platform for the local young people to showcase their various talents to entrepreneurs and potential employers.

The highlight of the event is the “Mr. and Miss Machakos county contest. It is a very rewarding event filled with entertainment and attended by important corporate and local leaders.
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